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For my Spanish movie, I watched Ladrón que Roba a Ladrón. It was about two old friends and a handful of Latino immigrants who try to rob a wealthy Argentinean man. He made his money from selling worthless infomercial products the poor and was a former colleague of one of the main characters, Emilio. They had both known a man who was sick with cancer, and whose family wasted their money trying to cure him with countless vials of “God’s Water”—one of the products the Argentinean pitched to the public. The man died, his family was broke, and Emilio wanted to get even.
 	I wasn’t expecting the movie to be very good, but I ended up enjoying it a lot. The subtitles were a big help. They made it easier to pick out the Spanish words I already knew, or had forgotten—for instance, I would hear someone say “pasillo” and see “hallway” in the subtitles. Without the subtitles I probably wouldn’t have remembered that word, or knew how it was being used in the sentence. With simple sentences I could almost pick out how different the sentence structure could be from English, too.
	I read the short story “Night Watch,” which I found on www.englishspanishlink.com.[footnoteRef:1] It’s about a woman, Pam, who is being harassed by her ex-husband for money. She tells an acquaintance of hers, who gets a video camera to record him trying to break into Pam’s house.  While filming Pam’s ex that night, he is caught by the police and arrested. Pam was very grateful. [1:  Linked to www.lonweb.org] 

	For most of the sentences, I had a general understanding of what was being said. There were some words I could figure out from what I already knew, and plenty of words I had to look at the translated text to see what was being said. I don’t think I would’ve been able to understand the entire story without the translation, but I would’ve gotten the gist of it.
	I wanted to research empanadas for the cultural part of the report. I had heard of them before but had never had one or even knew what they were. Empanadas were thought to have originated from the Middle East, and Muslims brought the recipe with them when they occupied Spain.[footnoteRef:2] They are a crescent-shaped pastry that can be filled with meat, fruits, or vegetables,[footnoteRef:3] and can be small for appetizers or desserts, or as big as a plate and cut and served in slices for meals. [2:  www.mybige.com]  [3:  http://laempanadagourmet.com] 

	I found a simple recipe for banana empanadas on the internet,[footnoteRef:4] and wanted to make them for myself. The filling was a mixture of bananas, raisins, and cinnamon. They came out slightly dry because I had cooked them a little too long, but they tasted delicious anyway. My mom tried hers with Nutella and loved it, and suggested having ice cream with it, too. [4:  www.allrecipes.com] 
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